520           SIR   JOHN    MARTIN-HARVEY
Saturday night, to say that there must be something
wrong with the law of the land which permitted people
to swarm round our ' place of business' and decry what
we had to offer to the public. A remark which called
forth an emphatic cheer.
We had stood for individual independence, for
resistance to the interference of Trade Unions with our
art, we had counted upon the support of the public in
our fight against coercion of the individual will, and
we had won.
The Association had been ill-advised in attempting to
pull down one who was privileged to possess that con-
fidence and affection which were the reward of twenty-
five years of honourable management. The absurdity
of the position which would have ensued by affiliation
with the Trade Unions was delightfully brought home
by an article which appeared at that time in the Morning
Post. In picturing the probable condition of things
about AJX zooo ... It ran:
"The Executive Committee of the Actors' Association for
the forthcoming season has been constituted as follows:
President, Mr. Sam Bloag (of the Boilermakers' Society);
Vice-President, Mr. William Bailey (of the Carpenters'
Union); Mr. John Jumper (of the Electricians' Union);
Mr. Archibald MacCluskie (of the Theatrical Bar Tenders'
Association); Miss Bessie Birch (of the Programme Sellers'
Federation); and Mr. Bert Quick (of the Cab Rank and
Whistle-Blowers' Amalgamation). Much satisfaction is
expressed at the constitution of the Committee, in whose
competent hands it is felt that the best interests of the
theatrical trade will be fully safeguarded.
" 'The first task of the new Committee will be to issue
a list of the plays whose performance will be permitted
during the forthcoming season. With regard to the pro-
posed revival of the masterpieces of Barrie and Pinero,
a sub-committee is investigating the attitude of those two
dramatists to the A.A. in the early days when it was strug-
gling to secure the emancipation of the theatrical trade.
"'The  Committee has  also under  consideration the